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Introduction
This is special issue of Dreadlocks publishes the proceedings of “Oceans, 
Islands and Skies - Oceanic Conference on Creativity and Climate Change – 
The Role of Writers, Artists and the Media in Environmental Challenges in 
the Pacific.”   The OIS-OCCCC was held from 13th - 17th September, 2010 
at the Laucala Campus of the University of the South Pacific (USP) in Suva. 
The publication of the proceedings of the conference has been made possible 
by a generous grant from the Pacific Media Centre at the Auckland University 
of Technology (AUT). This continues the long tradition of cooperation and 
assistance between these institutional bodies in areas of mutual interest. 
The proceedings from the conference reflects the rationale that Oceania has 
always had at its core traditions creative expression that empowered us in our 
relationship with the environment. The conference papers, along with reports 
from the community events and the artists and writers’ festival are included 
in the proceedings. In sum, provide an alternative culture of determination of 
responses to issues like climate change. 
This was in line with local and global trends in incorporating traditional 
sustainable values on the environment, as an interface with modern awareness 
programs and activism on the subject.  The conference proceedings included 
in this publication exemplifies the synergy of creative spirits in addressing 
environmental issues like climate change. It includes academic papers 
and reports from across the humanities, social sciences and scientific and 
associated areas of environmental knowledge to better serve the Pacific as 
they face coming climate challenges. 
This special edition of Dreadlocks, once again, acknowledges the funding 
from the Pacific Media Centre at the Auckland Institute of Technology. It 
acknowledges the valued contributions of Associate Editor, Professor David 
Robie, in making this edition possible. Vinaka. Supplementary funding and 
editorial support for this publication was provided by the Faculty of Arts, Law 
and Education (FALE) at the University of the South Pacific. Our Oceans, 
Islands and Skies, can only benefit from this publication spurring on further 
contributions from the creative arts to the ongoing issues that challenge our 
fragile environment in Oceania.  
Vinaka
Dr Mohit Prasad  
School of Language, Arts and Media  
Faculty of Arts, Law and Education (FALE)  
University of the South Pacific  
Suva, Fiji. 
C O N T E N T S 
Dreadlocks
Oceans, Islands and Skies   
1. CATHIE KOA DUNSFORD  
 Key Note Address   
 Kaitiakitanga: Protecting Our Oceans, Islands  
 and Skies by Inspiring a Climate Change  
 of Consciousness 1
2. DAVID ROBIE 
 Iconic Media Environmental Images of Oceania:  
 Challenging Corporate News for Solutions 25
3. CRESANTIA FRANCES KOYA 
 In the Absence of Land, All We Have is Each Other 51
4. KERON NILES 
 Resilience Amidst Rising Tides: Climate Change,  
 Trade and the Competitiveness of the Tourism  
 Sector in Small Island Developing States:  
 the Case of the Caribbean 77
5. SUSAN HAWTHORNE  
 Ecology in Poetry / Poetry in Ecology  103
6. ELIZABETH M. DeLOUGHREY  
 Pacific Literature and the Environment:  
 Nuclear Fallout as Climate Change 131
7. OTTO HEIM    
 Breathing Space: Ecology and Sovereignty  
 in Pacific Island Poetry 147
8. NILESH BILIMORIA  
 ‘Sustainable Development’ is an Ethical and  
 Moral Ideal but does it have in Essence  
 Practical Legal Effect?  175
9. MANORANJAN MOHANTY  
 Human Dimension, Creativity and  
 Environmental (Climate) Change:  
 Implications for the Pacific 193
10. JEREMY DOROVOLOMO   
 Children’s Writing, Drawing, Sport and Play:  
 Making Sense of Natural Disasters 219
11. SHAIZA JANIF  
 Narratives of Lost Lands 217 
12. BRIAR WOODS  
 Science in the Poetry of Oceania 241
13. SHAIZA JANIF  
 Narrative of Los Lands 253 
14. PIO MANOA  
 Retrospective 261
15. IAN GASKELL  
 Tilting at Windmills  283
16. DR KARIN MEISSENBURG,  
 Performance and Launching of Pele’s Tsunami  311
17. LINGIKONI EMELIO VAKA’UTA   
 Oceans, Islands and Skies:  
 An art exhibition on Creativity and Climate Change 317
18. DR CATHIE KOA DUNSFORD 
 The Emergence of the Mandalas: Hawai’i—Aotearoa  321
 Launching Speech: Songs of the Jahajin 323
19. Dr Mohit Prasada 
 Concluding Remarks  327
